You can do virtually anything.




From our
\eadersw

"As the Dean of the College of
Social Science, | would like to
extend my congratulations on
your degree. | certainly hope
you take a few moments, pause
and celebrate all that you have
accomplished. As you move
forward, | hope you remember
the motto of our College; which
IS to be transformative and to be
inspirational.”

"Congratulations on this important
moment in your lives. Moving
forward, be intentional about building
a just world. Adopt a service mindset.
Find work that makes you proud. Sit
with discomfort. Respectfully engage
with people you disagree with. Read
authors that write about worlds
different than yours. Travel to places
you wouldn't ordinary travel to.
Accept positions that challenge you.
The best careers are built by people
who have disparate experiences to
draw form. Celebrate every
accomplishment. And last but not
least, don't be afraid of getting older.
With age comes wisdom."



Meet Selval

Selva Haidar is a Political Science
ar‘aduaJre and the 2021 Student
Commencement Speaker. Below is
an excerp’r her 9peech to the
Social Science Class of 202

For me, like you, these past four years
have been filled with great joy and
excitement and, let’'s face it, have
required great resilience and flexibility.
But when times got tough, we, the
graduating class of 2021, embraced the
challenges we faced. And that is what
Spartans do. Spartans Will!

When we faced challenges in in-person
and virtual classrooms, challenges with
our finances, challenges with our families
at home, and challenges being away
from each and this beautiful campus, we
remembered that motto, Spartans Will!.

We, the Class of 2021, forged ahead accomplishing what we needed to accomplish to reach this point—
graduation day. How very special it is to be celebrating together with our family and friends!

Going forward, we are the worlds next economists, psychologists, political scientists, historians, social
workers, geographers, urban planners and so much more. At MSU, we gained a comprehensive
understanding of the things we are most passionate about. We are, | am sure, ready to transform the
human condition and inspire leaders.

Over the past four years, you have all inspired me. And | am sure, each of you has been inspired by
someone—by many—sitting in the audience today.

You all, the Class of 2021, showed me, the daughter of immigrants
and a first generation student, that anything is possible if we
support one another. And you showed me that we remain part of a
wonderful, caring community when we are together live and in
person and when we are forced by circumstances to be physically
apart. So while this seems like the end of our time together, we all
know that it is not. We are all leaving East Lansing, graduating, and
moving forward. But we do so as a community of Spartans.

Congratulations Class of 2021 on your wonderful achievement,
Thank you to my parents. And thank you all for being my
inspiration. Go Green!




Lulu Nestor (ANP)
Alexandra Gormely (CJ)
Jack Mueller (EC)
Ryan Snider (GEO)
Eric M. Baylis (HST)
Elisha Smith (HDFS)
Lauren Moffitt (HRLR)
Chloe VanSickle (IDS)
Jasmine Jordan (PLS)
Erynne Dixon (PSY)
Erin Kramer (SW)
Daisy Genson (SOC)
Kelsie Stuber (URP)

Alison P. Ferer  Danielle N. Petras
Ethan J. Loch Max D. Sandler
Elisha M. Smith  Taylor M. Unrath
Madeline T. Smith  Sophia S. Epstein.
Chloe J. Vansickle Renee E. RogowsKi

Maysa C. Sitar ~ Amanda J. Torno
Erin E. Debono Olivia R. Mobley
William D. Eckerle Jasmine N. Jordan
Nathan G. Jackson [sabel P. Hershey
Annika L. Linzmeier Katlyn L. Hemp
Adeline G. Nelson  Olivia N. Dinkins




| ‘K FaVOY‘\‘\'e * ! We asked seniors to share their
Memor\eg e ' favorite memories from their time

at MSU. Here's what they said!

: : 'My Favorite memory from my time here
"= R e e at MsU was being a Par“r of Hhe datin
auction to raise money and help out in fhe
Flint water crisis.

"/\Hendina events like Spartan Remix and Sparticipation
every year'.“

“Mee+inﬁ my Fionceé through my
Lriend roup in Sou+2
Neia borhood!"

'Taking my dad to see his First college
basketball game in the Breslin (it was the last
gome Played there with Fans before CoviD)!

'My First year at MsU, | took part in the
Washington D.C. study away class for two ] . .
weeKs. | met some of my best college My Favorite memory was my p'r_-g'f
Friends there and | continued to reflect on week on campus | met a baby squirrel
my time there throughout my underarod The  Who come up to me because it r\_eecleol
c}/af;r; cet the pace For mv fime at MsU and help. Not only did it show how Prlendly

continues to be beneficial'in so many ways! the squirrels are, | was able to p'm({, the
baby the proper care it needs!

"MY Favorite ALl S has been vy, "Tailga‘rihg For the Spar‘Jrans! GO GREEN!
time as a Sparton Dischord. | love

to sing and crack iokes, and
Sparton Dischords acapella has ‘Meeting up with my friends for lunch
alowed me to do both. Shoutout to by the river in between my classes.
my Felow DFDg!"

"When MsU beat Duke For the

"My Favorite memory From my time at Final 4, | loved watching the game
MSU has to be when | was living in the go down in the V\I{ilc;on study
dorms, and my RA would do Floor lounae!

ame hights! We would all just get
together and play Fun gomes, W?‘{lch

u Ly
Driving around
made us closer as Floor mates and .

compus before

LFriends. | always had so much fun ot cchool startedin
these events and | wil always be the Fal, and am
gr‘a+e$ul For the people | have met seeiha all of the

dur'inf] my time at Msu eager *aces to be

on campucs!"

| met some of my best Friends here on campus.
Never did | think | would connect with anyone the wa
| did thrrough the disabiIier center. As | type this, Im
reflecting back on these crazy vears and packing to
move out of state to begin m ourney aond life, sa
my goodbyes, ond hqumy two best Friends that | am
so 3ra+ef—ul toknow and have in my ife.
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% N\ AI_UMNl ADVICE ¢+

Keep your head down and trust the process.
This ic one of those situations where you con
Ut in hours of work without seeing any
results, ond that con be really Prustrating
Believe in the law of large numbers, be Pa+ier\+,
and in time oPPor+uni+ie~9 wil come your way.
L everage your relationships as much as
Po«;«;ib\e, becouse knowing someone is the
easiest way info an orgonization. At First, it
seems like youre putting in al of that work For
hothing - but in fime activity will start to
percolate.. and job offers adways come in Palrs!
--Manny, PLS, 18

Attend as many networking ev

I _knoys/ that rig;ﬂ- now wi’rhﬂJrheeCh/Jg\/g—l‘Z o
situation, ne+workin3 events might all be online
Attend them anyway! Career Fairs are also ;
recommended, but in my experience
ne‘rworkinﬁ events have been so helip?ul' Be
open to unexpec+ecl oP+ion9 that come .our'
way. ‘/pu might get ofFers for jobs you think
Zou might not like or believe youtre qualified
or. Check it out anyway. Youll never know
until you +ry! --Dulce, PSY, 12

| ' i have
When \oo\é\na;?or a job, don't Feel ke you

to take the st job you are offered, ore

mpon culture matters os
remem\aer that comp y e O;;ered

much as the Pa\/ you ore

Don't be too hard on \/ourse\il it you oJ\frZ o
opplying to alot o places qno\ ?"“Y ?:,ewm
interviews. It helps Yo Praghced \n’rer_ - aﬂn
Nso, Ty to Pr'lr\‘r out the jo\q eec;’tp)r T
moke notes Lor your interview avou Y

experience a\'\ﬂne with whaot they ore looking

for \aef—ore\nar\d.
--Mary, pLS, 10




9 ALUMNI ADVICE ¢

Be confident in who you are and what you
stand For. understand that while you might not
be the Per?ec’r candidate For a job, as long as
you are willin to learn and excited to be there,
people will want to work. with you.

It is also impor+an+ to remember that you are
ﬁr‘aduaﬁng info an extremely challenging situation,
and give \/ouree\P groce it things arent movin
as quickly as you want them to. Put in the work
and you will get therel

-Liz, PLS, "’

' r most
Toke your Yime. Theres no rush fo

[ be
things. Even & it Feels ke you may

st becouse YoU
rush into something 4% fring whethe

ivs “time' To do the next b (or a

pe orod schoo _ ahd ﬂood luck,
re\a’r\or\éh\\?)- Cong™
ond never + orget W
__Madﬂe, CJ 8




We asked department advisors to share their words of wisdom for the
Class of 2021. Here's what they said:

‘The class of 2021 stayed the course in 'Despite this pandemic, you have
the Face of incredible challenges. Show persevered and completed your
the world how strength, determination, undergraduate education. You will bring a
ond advocacy For one another is the wisdom from this time with you into
path to a better tomorrow. Work hard, your Future endeavors and you will be
use your voice For gooﬁ, be kind, and stronger because o"P these
ersevere. experiences.
~Carey Elder, ECON --Deon Claiborne, ANT

'Keep putting your best Foot Forward and 3oocl things will happen
--Matt Hahnenber‘@ HRLR

'Take time to slow down, congratulate
ourself, and celebrate your accomplishmen’r!
~ You have not only made it to ?r'acluaﬁon, but
- you dlso Per‘si«;’red thirough a obal Pandemic."
. ——Meagan Rau, HDFs

‘I hope you see chadllenges as opportunities
or learning and growth. | hope you
ot r‘ecciﬂr\ize your accomplishments and those
A o+ the People around you. | hope you
advocate and empathize For others to
broaden your impact. | hope you never stop
exploring and learning."
--Nicole 2ekeler', ECON
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*You are a generation of students that has
/ gene +|nr‘ou9|n some'H-\ing that no other
eheration has gone through See it as an
asset, not a curse; as a tool of resiience, as
the proud online class of 2021
--Nicolas Gisholt, ISS/GIS

'Keep a positive aotitude and be ready to aclap+ to a
constantly changin environment!"
--Keaar\ Kahio, 1ISS/S0C/GIS




o What's next?

We asked our seniors what they will be up to after graduating.
Here's what they said!

W oo . 1 I plan to toke a gop yeor and ‘After gr‘aduaﬁon, | will be
Cl;;wl'l,]-lzs ePﬁ:i‘:_";ﬂ .;mzhz:;D WJ then pursue an MA in criminal WOFK]“@ in an imr_nigra-tlion
3 P=Y ElA psychology at the university of law Firm in Chicago.

Manchester in Eng\ancl."

I will be working as a Junior
Corresponden’r For The Oraganization
For World Peace!"

‘After graduation, | will be attending medical
school at San Juan Bautista School oF Medicine."

I will be working for 1l actuadlly be staying at MsU post- " will b iy
Oracle in Austin TX at raduation’ | will be’ s¥arting the MswW I will be workm Pr
their headquarters. program with a clinical Locus this Fall. Amazon in Seattle.

I will be a++encliné Grond Valley "After graduating, | will start an internship with the
State University for the College Michigan Depar-tmerit of Health and Humaon sServices, and
Student Affairs Leadership starfing my Masters Progrom In Social Work. at Wayne
gr‘aduoﬁe Progr‘am" State Uruver'sﬁ-y.

‘After attending graduate, AH-encIinﬁ 3r'adua+e
school here at I\q 's Advanced S+and|n3 Clinical
Social Work Progr'am"

| plan on attending the University
of Toledo Law School"

| plan fo work in local/state politics, and 'Looking for a Job durina my gap year
miath return to school for a Master's so that | can gain somé experience
dear‘ee in Political Science.' before applying to ﬁracl school next
year?
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>k From al of us at the
XK ¢

olleae of Social Science..

w

Our motto at the College of Social Science is that we transform the human
experience and inspire leaders. You have each personified this message,
persevering through one of the most challenging periods of modern history and
coming out on the other side with a Social Science degree.

With that degree, you will change the world. You already have. You've proven that
you can do virtually anything, and now it is your turn to use what you've learned
to go forth and confidently continue to transform the human experience -
whatever direction you decide to go.

Just remember as you take the next steps in your journey that the College of
Social Science is behind you. All of us - from faculty to support staff to alumni -
are here for you, and rooting for you to succeed. We are so proud of what you

have accomplished so far.





